
 

 

Tell us about your first semester at SMFA! What 
has the experience of being a full-time art stu-
dent been like so far? How is it different than 
high school? 
 
My first semester at SMFA was great! I expected that I would 
grow through my art practice in my time here, but what I 
didn’t expect was to be so inspired by the work that others 
around me are doing. I think that’s the biggest change to 
being in an environment where everyone else is making art. 
Making art at SFMA while surrounded by tons of other tal-
ented artists has motivated to expand the ways in which I 
work and experiment with mediums and subject matters 
outside of that which I’m already comfortable with. 
 

What are you making right now? What is your 
current work about? 
 
This past semester I took a class based around historic photo
-printing methods in which we learned about cyanotype (or 
blueprinting), liquid light, as well as others like VanDyke 
Brown printing which I fell in love with. My work still deals 
greatly with my own identity, which is something I worked 
around a lot in my previous work in high school, but I’ve also 
started to think about how my identity fits in with the identi-

ties of others around me. This semester I made an entire 
book of VanDyke Brown printed photos intended to explore 
and recontextualize the classically understood idea of the 
Male Gaze. 
 

What was your experience being a part of SMFA's 
pre-college program like?  
 
Similarly to my way I felt during first semester at SMFA, the 
pre-college program was my first taste of being surrounded 
by other artists with similar goals and motivations. Coming 
from a high school where I felt like I was the kid who was 
known as the artist, I was frustrated not only because I felt 
like it surpassed the many other parts of my identity, but 
also because it was something that I felt, in a way, ‘othered’ 
me. The pre-college program gave me the chance to be in 
the presence of so many other talented artists that under-
stood my interests and were able to participate in dialogues 
surrounding my art and identity. 

How do you think the pre-college program 
helped prepare you for your first year at Tufts at 
SMFA? 
 
For sure. I remember feeling very comfortable on my first 
day of classes because I had al-
ready spent a full month at the 
SMFA. Even something as small as 
being familiar with the space that 
you are in can help make you much 
more comfortable when it comes 
to getting used to a whole new 
school. To that end, some of the 
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connections I made during the pre-college program, wheth-
er it be with faculty, or administration, or other artists, also 
made me feel comfortable with the fact that there was 
someone I could talk to if I had any questions.  

 
What is some advice you would give to someone 
considering attending the pre-college program? 
 
If you’re considering the pre-college because you’re consid-
ering attending Tufts University as a BFA student or as a part 
of the combined degree program, then I cannot recommend 
the program enough. I know, as first year student, that I 

would’ve felt much different coming to SMFA without hav-
ing made the connections I made, and without having made 
myself familiar with the facilities. Regardless of whether or 
not you’re considering SMFA as a college destination, I know 
the work that I made during the pre-college program has 
inspired the work I made this first semester in a very large 
way, so I know that the pre-college program could be great-
ly helpful for anyone considering pursuing art in the future, 
in any capacity. 
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Check out Luc’s Artwork! 

To apply for the SMFA at Tufts Pre-College Summer Intensive, visit: 
https://universitycollege.tufts.edu/high-school/programs/studio-art-smfa-tufts 


